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The Courage to Take Action: A Lesson from Rosa Parks

The Courage to Take Action: A Lesson from Rosa
Parks

by Barack Obama

Speech by President Obama at Dedication of Statue Honoring Rosa Parks at the United States
Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, Leader Reid, Leader McConnell, Leader Pelosi, Assistant Leader Clyburn; to the friends and
family of Rosa Parks; to the distinguished guests who are gathered here today. 

This morning, we celebrate a seamstress, slight in stature but mighty in courage. She defied the odds, and
she defied injustice. She lived a life of activism, but also a life of dignity and grace. And in a single
moment, with the simplest of gestures, she helped change America -- and change the world.

Rosa Parks held no elected office. She possessed no fortune; lived her life far from the formal seats of
power. And yet today, she takes her rightful place among those who've shaped this nation's course. I
thank all those persons, in particular the members of the Congressional Black Caucus, both past and
present, for making this moment possible.

A childhood friend once said about Mrs. Parks, "Nobody ever bossed Rosa around and got away with it."
That's what an Alabama driver learned on December 1, 1955. Twelve years earlier, he had kicked Mrs.
Parks off his bus simply because she entered through the front door when the back door was too crowded.
He grabbed her sleeve and he pushed her off the bus. It made her mad enough, she would recall, that she
avoided riding his bus for a while. 

And when they met again that winter evening in 1955, Rosa Parks would not be pushed. When the driver
got up from his seat to insist that she give up hers, she would not be pushed. When he threatened to have
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The Courage to Take Action: A Lesson from Rosa Parks

her arrested, she simply replied, "You may do that." And he did.

A few days later, Rosa Parks challenged her arrest. A little-known pastor, new to town and only 26 years
old, stood with her -- a man named Martin Luther King, Jr. So did thousands of Montgomery, Alabama
commuters. They began a boycott -- teachers and laborers, clergy and domestics, through rain and cold
and sweltering heat, day after day, week after week, month after month, walking miles if they had to,
arranging carpools where they could, not thinking about the blisters on their feet, the weariness after a full
day of work -- walking for respect, walking for freedom, driven by a solemn determination to affirm their
God-given dignity. 

Three hundred and eighty-five days after Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat, the boycott ended. Black
men and women and children re-boarded the buses of Montgomery, newly desegregated, and sat in
whatever seat happen to be open. And with that victory, the entire edifice of segregation, like the ancient
walls of Jericho, began to slowly come tumbling down.

It's been often remarked that Rosa Parks's activism didn't begin on that bus. Long before she made
headlines, she had stood up for freedom, stood up for equality -- fighting for voting rights, rallying against
discrimination in the criminal justice system, serving in the local chapter of the NAACP. Her quiet
leadership would continue long after she became an icon of the civil rights movement, working with
Congressman Conyers to find homes for the homeless, preparing disadvantaged youth for a path to
success, striving each day to right some wrong somewhere in this world. 

And yet our minds fasten on that single moment on the bus -- Ms. Parks alone in that seat, clutching her
purse, staring out a window, waiting to be arrested. That moment tells us something about how change
happens, or doesn't happen; the choices we make, or don't make. "For now we see through a glass,
darkly," Scripture says, and it's true. Whether out of inertia or selfishness, whether out of fear or a simple
lack of moral imagination, we so often spend our lives as if in a fog, accepting injustice, rationalizing
inequity, tolerating the intolerable. 

Like the bus driver, but also like the passengers on the bus, we see the way things are -- children hungry
in a land of plenty, entire neighborhoods ravaged by violence, families hobbled by job loss or illness -- and
we make excuses for inaction, and we say to ourselves, that's not my responsibility, there's nothing I can
do.

Rosa Parks tells us there's always something we can do. She tells us that we all have responsibilities, to
ourselves and to one another. She reminds us that this is how change happens -- not mainly through the
exploits of the famous and the powerful, but through the countless acts of often anonymous courage and
kindness and fellow feeling and responsibility that continually, stubbornly, expand our conception of justice
-- our conception of what is possible. 

Rosa Parks's singular act of disobedience launched a movement. The tired feet of those who walked the
dusty roads of Montgomery helped a nation see that to which it had once been blind. It is because of these
men and women that I stand here today. It is because of them that our children grow up in a land more
free and more fair; a land truer to its founding creed.

And that is why this statue belongs in this hall -- to remind us, no matter how humble or lofty our positions,
just what it is that leadership requires; just what it is that citizenship requires. Rosa Parks would have
turned 100 years old this month. We do well by placing a statue of her here. But we can do no greater
honor to her memory than to carry forward the power of her principle and a courage born of conviction.

May God bless the memory of Rosa Parks, and may God bless these United States of America.
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The Courage to Take Action: A Lesson from Rosa Parks - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why was Rosa Parks arrested? 

A. She used the front door on a bus.

B. She tried to ride on an all-white bus.

C. She refused to give up her bus seat.

D. She boycotted the Montgomery buses.

2. The cause of the Montgomery bus boycott was Rosa Park's arrest. What was the

direct effect of the boycott? 

A. Americans were forced to see the injustices faced by African Americans.

B. A statue of Rosa Parks was erected in Washington, D.C. 

C. Barack Obama became the President of the United States of America. 

D. Rosa Parks challenged her arrest with the help of Martin Luther King, Jr.

3. Rosa Parks was passionate about equality and freedom. What evidence from the

passage supports this conclusion? 

A. Rosa Parks avoided riding the bus driven by the man who had once pushed her off
the bus.

B. According to one of her friends, "Nobody ever bossed Rosa around and got away
with it."

C. When the bus driver threatened to have Rosa Parks arrested, she did not resist
arrest. 

D. Rosa Parks fought for voting rights and rallied against discrimination in the criminal
justice system.

4. What is one of the main reasons why President Obama delivered this speech?

A. to explain why you should never give up your bus seat

B. to convey the importance of fighting injustice

C. to give people a lesson in American history

D. to tell people to always be kind to one another
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The Courage to Take Action: A Lesson from Rosa Parks - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about? 

A. how buses in Montgomery, Alabama became desegregated 

B. the life and work of Martin Luther King, Jr.

C. history of the civil rights movement in the U.S.

D. how Rosa Parks helped change America

6. Read the following sentences: "Black men and women and children re-boarded the

buses of Montgomery, newly desegregated, and sat in whatever seat happen to be

open. And with that victory, the entire edifice of segregation, like the ancient walls of

Jericho, began to slowly come tumbling down."

As used in this sentence, what does "segregation" mean?

A. the practice of keeping people of different races separate

B. the specific type of bus used in Montgomery, Alabama

C. the practice of keeping people of different sexes separate 

D. the belief that some people or races are superior to others

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

_________ most people remember Rosa Parks as the woman who refused to give up

her seat on the bus, she stood up for equality and freedom throughout her lifetime. 

A. Particularly 

B. Although

C. Therefore

D. Ultimately 

8. How did Rosa Parks become an icon for the civil rights movement? 

9. According to President Obama, what were the long-term effects of the Montgomery
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bus boycott? Use information from the passage to support your answer.

10. Explain how one small act can have large and far-reaching effects. Support your

answer using information from the passage. 
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Penobscot Nation
by ReadWorks

Maine has a varied landscape, which includes hills, forests, rivers, streams, mountains, and coastline.
The Penobscot Indians, a tribe native to a large portion of what is now the state of Maine, adapted to
and used many parts of the land.

For centuries before the state of Maine was created, Penobscot Indians lived mainly in the region
now known as the Penobscot River Basin. A river basin is the name for the land around a river and its
smaller tributaries; river basins can be very small, or, in the case of the Penobscot River, very large.
The Penobscot River Basin accounts for one-third of the state's area!

Rivers are known to be fundamental for civilizations. They provide a resource of utmost importance:
water! The Penobscot Indians built their lives around the river and all that it supported. The river was
a source of food, for example, as it provided fish for the Penobscot Indians to eat.

Both the main river and its smaller branches provided a means of transportation, and the Penobscot
were extremely skilled at making canoes from the bark of birch trees, using branches and roots from
ash, spruce, and cedar trees for other parts of the boats.

Besides its rivers, one of Maine's most distinct features has been its tree cover. Today, forestry and
logging are important industries in Maine. Trucks stacked high with tree trunks rattle down roads in
central Maine all day long, making loud noises and leaving behind the sticky smell of pine. Penobscot
Indians used trees to their advantage long before modern loggers, however. In addition to making
canoes, the Penobscot Indians built homes from the bark of birch trees. Bigger dwellings were made
of larger branches and logs.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Within the forest, Penobscot Indians were able to hunt bears, moose, caribou, beavers, and otters for
pelts (used for a variety of purposes, including warmth-it gets cold during Maine winters!) and food.
They also gathered much of their food, collecting nuts, berries, and birds' eggs to augment their diet.

The Penobscot people crafted their own tools, including arrowheads, baskets, boats, and snowshoes.
Today, Penobscot Indians have access to the same modern amenities that all Americans do, but
many still make their own tools. This is in part because craftspeople can make money selling their
work, but also for cultural reasons.

Penobscot Indians, like American Indians all over the United States, suffered a great deal when
European settlers arrived. Disease killed thousands of American Indians, and settlers stole much of
their land. Now, many American Indians live on reservations dedicated specifically to their population.
Many Penobscot Indians today live near the land of their ancestors, in Maine.
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Penobscot Nation - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which geographic feature did the Penobscot Indians build their lives around?

A. the forest

B. the river

C. the sea

D. the plains

2. What does the author describe throughout the text?

A. how Penobscot Indians adapted to Maine's landscape

B. how the Penobscot River Basin has impacted the populations that live near it

C. how Penobscot Indians are similar to and different from other American Indian tribes

D. different industries that have developed throughout Maine

3. The Penobscot Indians adapted to Maine's landscape. What evidence from the

passage supports this statement?

A. "The Penobscot people crafted their own tools, including arrowheads, baskets,
boats, and snowshoes."

B. "Penobscot Indians, like American Indians all over the United States, suffered a
great deal when European settlers arrived."

C. "Both the main river and its smaller branches provided a means of transportation,
and the Penobscot were extremely skilled at making canoes from the bark of birch
trees..."

D. "For centuries before the state of Maine was created, Penobscot Indians lived mainly
in the region now known as the Penobscot River Basin."

4. Why might Penobscot Indians continue to make their own tools?

A. because modern tools are of a lower quality

B. because they do not have access to modern amenities

C. because they cannot afford to buy mass-produced tools

D. to preserve their unique cultural traditions
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Penobscot Nation - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how the Penobscot Indians suffered after European settlement

B. why the Penobscot Indians continue to make their own tools

C. how the Penobscot Indians used Maine's resources

D. how the Penobscot Indians preserve their cultural traditions

6. Read the following sentences: "Rivers are known to be fundamental for civilizations.

They provide a resource of utmost importance: water! The Penobscot Indians built their

lives around the river and all that it supported."

What does "fundamental" mean as used in this sentence?

A. destructive

B. essential

C. unimportant

D. ideal

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

The Penobscot Indians hunted a variety of animals for their pelts, ________ bears,

otters, and beavers.

A. especially

B. therefore

C. ultimately

D. such as

8. What two things did Penobscot Indians build from the bark of birch trees?
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9. Explain why rivers are important to civilization.

10. Explain how the Penobscot Indians utilized the resources of their geographic

surroundings.
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Great Lakes? Not for Long

Leigh Haeger

Map of Great Lakes

The Great Lakes help quench the thirst of 40 million
people in the United States and Canada. But this pool of
resources may not be around for long. The Great Lakes
are in trouble.

A team of scientists recently released a report about the
Great Lakes' dire state. The lakes are threatened by toxic
substances, over fishing, invasive species, air pollution,
and loss of habitat for wildlife. "The Great Lakes are
under tremendous stress," Alfred Beeton of the University
of Michigan told reporters.

The report says that concentrating on one or two of the
issues won't wave good-bye to the problems. Instead, the
scientists wrote, the government needs to look at the

entire Great Lakes ecosystem. An ecosystem is a community of living things and its environment.

Scientists asked Congress for $20 billion to help protect the lakes. Experts say the money would be
used to clean polluted harbors. Scientists also want to restore wetlands, such as marshes and
swamps. Because wetlands hold moisture and prevent erosion, they could help the lakes heal
themselves.

Something must be done fast, warns Andy Buchsbaum of the National Wildlife Federation. If not, "the
damage is likely to be irreversible," he says.

ReadWorks.org
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Great Lakes? Not for Long - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which one of the following is NOT causing a problem in the Great Lakes?

A. too much rain

B. air pollution

C. invasive species

D. toxic substances 

2. Read this sentence from the passage:

Because wetlands hold moisture and prevent erosion, they could

help the lakes heal themselves.

Which of the following describes the relationship between the first and second part of the

sentence?

A. The sentence lists the different parts of the wetlands. 

B. The sentence includes both the cause and describes its effect. 

C. They are two steps in sequence.

D. The sentence compares two facts about the Great Lakes.

3. Read the following sentence from the passage:

The report says that concentrating on one or two of the issues

won't wave good-bye to the problems.

What might you conclude from that sentence?

A. Scientists must focus on the entire ecosystem to solve the problems in the Great
Lakes. 

B. Scientist should raise more money to solve these problems because they are
expensive.

C. The harbors of the Great Lakes must be treated and cleaned thoroughly to solve the
problem.

D. The Great Lakes have been under a great deal of stress from pollution and
overfishing. 
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Great Lakes? Not for Long - Comprehension Questions

4. Read the following sentence:

The Great Lakes help quench the thirst of 40 million people in the

United States and Canada.

In this sentence the word quench means

A. to satisfy 

B. to cause

C. to heal 

D. to increase

5. The primary purpose of this passage is to

A. describe how the government must care for ecosystems across the country with
large amounts of funding

B. explain why millions of dollars will not be enough to focus on the entire ecosystem of
the Great Lakes

C. describe how the Great Lakes are being threatened and explain what scientists are
doing to protect them

D. compare and contrast the pollutants and fisheries that are polluting the Great Lakes

6. Why do scientists want to restore wetlands, such as marshes and swamps?
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Great Lakes? Not for Long - Comprehension Questions

7. What might happen if scientists do not soon find a way to clean and protect the Great

Lakes? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes

the sentence.

The Great Lakes are under tremendous stress _____ the loss of habitat for wildlife,

invasive species, excessive fishing, toxic substances, and air pollution.

A. nearly 

B. but 

C. from 

D. although

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Maya Ancient and Modern

The Maya Ancient and Modern
The text is provided courtesy of Vanderbilt University: Center for Latin American Studies.

The Maya are native peoples who live in parts of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, and El 
Salvador. Archaeologists divide the period before the Spanish conquest in the 1520s into several 
periods.

The Pre-Classic period began as early as 1800 BCE (Before Common Era). During this time, the 
Maya began to live in villages and cities, and around 300 BCE to develop a Maya writing system.

In the Classic period (250 CE to 900 CE) the Maya expanded their settlements into great cities with 
large temple complexes, which were controlled by kings. These cities such as Tikal, Chichen Itzá, and 
Palenque, were comparable to or larger in size than European cities of that time. The Maya 
developed a sophisticated writing system using glyphs, as well as a unique number system that used 
a combination of bars and dots to create large numbers. Maya mathematics included the concept of 
zero.

By around 900 CE, many Maya cities such as Tikal and Palenque had fallen into decline. The reason 
for this decline is not known; theories include disease, warfare, or climate change. The Spanish 
conquest in the early 16th century brought devastation and upheaval to the Maya people. As the 
Spanish crown established its own administration Maya people had to leave their homes and were 
relocated into newly founded Spanish cities. In the [1820s] Central American States like Guatemala 
gained independences from Spain.

While Maya civilization is often remembered for these Classic Era accomplishments, Maya culture did 
not end with the so-called collapse in 900 CE. Today there are over six million Maya people living 
throughout Central America-and many living as immigrants in the U.S.. Half the population of 
Guatemala [is] Maya. The Modern Maya show remarkable cultural resilience despite suffering from 
land equality and severe poverty. There are twenty-three Mayan languages spoken in Guatemala 
today, and the Maya maintain traditions of dress and religion that can be traced back to the peak of 
Classic Maya civilization.
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The Maya Ancient and Modern - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What happened in the Pre-Classic period?

A. The Maya began living in villages and cities.

B. The Maya developed a number system that could express large numbers.

C. The Maya left their homes and relocated into Spanish cities.

D. The Maya made up half the population of Guatemala.

2. The text describes some Maya accomplishments in the Maya Classic period. What is 

one of those accomplishments?

A. The Maya began living in villages and cities.

B. The Maya developed a number system that could express large numbers.

C. The Maya left their homes and relocated into Spanish cities.

D. The Maya made up half the population of Guatemala.

3. Maya culture from the Classic period is still practiced today. What evidence from the 

text supports this conclusion?

A. "The Maya are native peoples who live in parts of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador."

B. "In the Classic period (250 CE to 900 CE) the Maya expanded their settlements into 
great cities with large temple complexes, which were controlled by kings."

C. "In the [1820s] Central American States like Guatemala gained independences from 
Spain."

D. ". . . the Maya maintain traditions of dress and religion that can be traced back to the 
peak of Classic Maya civilization."
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The Maya Ancient and Modern - Comprehension Questions

4. Read this sentence from the text.

"While Maya civilization is often remembered for these Classic Era accomplishments, 

Maya culture did not end with the so-called collapse in 900 CE. . . . the Maya maintain 

traditions of dress and religion that can be traced back to the peak of Classic Maya 

civilization."

Based on the text, what can you infer about the Maya Classic period?

A. The Classic period defined Maya cultural identity.

B. The Classic period is not important to Maya cultural identity.

C. The Classic period was the longest period in Maya history.

D. The Classic Period was the end of Maya cultural identity.

5. What is the main idea of the text?

A. Maya history is divided into periods before the Spanish conquest, and the Maya 
people are spread out today.

B. The Maya Classic period is the most important period of Maya history because of all 
the important accomplishments made in that time.

C. The Maya culture formed long ago, and despite the fall of the Maya civilization, the 
culture continues today.

D. The Spanish conquest was devastating to the Maya people, but places like 
Guatemala with a lot of Maya people gained independence from Spain.
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The Maya Ancient and Modern - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

1. What happened in the Pre-Classic period?

A. The Maya began living in villages and cities.

B. The Maya developed a number system that could express large numbers.

C. The Maya left their homes and relocated into Spanish cities.

D. The Maya made up half the population of Guatemala.

2. The text describes some Maya accomplishments in the Maya Classic period. What is 

one of those accomplishments?

A. The Maya began living in villages and cities.

B. The Maya developed a number system that could express large numbers.

C. The Maya left their homes and relocated into Spanish cities.

D. The Maya made up half the population of Guatemala.

3. Maya culture from the Classic period is still practiced today. What evidence from the 

text supports this conclusion?

A. "The Maya are native peoples who live in parts of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador."

B. "In the Classic period (250 CE to 900 CE) the Maya expanded their settlements into 
great cities with large temple complexes, which were controlled by kings."

C. "In the [1820s] Central American States like Guatemala gained independences from 
Spain."

D. ". . . the Maya maintain traditions of dress and religion that can be traced back 
to the peak of Classic Maya civilization."
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4. Read this sentence from the text.

"While Maya civilization is often remembered for these Classic Era accomplishments, 

Maya culture did not end with the so-called collapse in 900 CE. . . . the Maya maintain 

traditions of dress and religion that can be traced back to the peak of Classic Maya 

civilization."

Based on the text, what can you infer about the Maya Classic period?

A. The Classic period defined Maya cultural identity.

B. The Classic period is not important to Maya cultural identity.

C. The Classic period was the longest period in Maya history.

D. The Classic Period was the end of Maya cultural identity.

5. What is the main idea of the text?

A. Maya history is divided into periods before the Spanish conquest, and the Maya 
people are spread out today.

B. The Maya Classic period is the most important period of Maya history because of all 
the important accomplishments made in that time.

C. The Maya culture formed long ago, and despite the fall of the Maya civilization, 
the culture continues today.

D. The Spanish conquest was devastating to the Maya people, but places like 
Guatemala with a lot of Maya people gained independence from Spain.
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